
April 28, 2005

Docket Management Facility
U.S. Department of Transportation
400 Seventh Street, SW
Nassif Building
Room PL-401
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Sirs:

Regarding the petition by Spyker Automobielen B.V. (Spyker) for a temporary 
exemption (Docket No. NHTSA-2005-20455, Notice 1) from compliance with 
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard (FMVSS) Number 208 and CFR Title 49 
Part 581 Bumper Standard, I would like to state a few points in support of the 
petition being granted.

1. Minimal Number of Vehicles Involved

Spyker anticipates sales of less than 50 vehicles per year in the United States 
during the requested exemption period. This number is so small compared to the 
16 to 17 million new vehicles sold each year in the US that, all other factors being 
similar, it is a negligible amount.

2. Limited Time Period

Spyker is requesting an exemption for the remainder of the year 2005 and full 
calendar years for 2006 and 2007. Based on the company's expected sales of 
less than 50 cars per year in the US, it is probable that the total number of 
vehicles that would be imported and sold under this petition, should it be granted, 
would be no more than 125 vehicles.

3. Minimal Vehicle Miles Traveled

These vehicles are very likely to be driven considerably fewer miles per year than 
average. According to data from the Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS) 
from 2003, the average vehicle travels 12,480 miles per year (vehicle miles 
traveled divided by registered vehicles). Most buyers of exotic automobiles such 
as those produced by Spyker do not use their vehicles on a daily basis for 
transportation due to practical considerations such as comfort and utility. As a 
result, I firmly believe that the average Spyker automobile would be driven 
considerably less than the average vehicle.



Based on the first two points, even assuming the vehicles would be driven the 
same miles per year as an average vehicle, and using 2003 FARS data, the 
estimated number of additional fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled 
would be 0.02 deaths (less so if the vehicles are driven less than average). The 
likely outcome is that there would be zero additional fatalities.

1.48 Fatalities per 100 million vehicle miles traveled (2003 FARS)
12,480 Average miles traveled per year per vehicle

125 Estimated vehicles affected under this petition

Estimated fatalities per year is 1.48 x 12,480 x 125 / 100M miles = 0.02 

Furthermore, if I understand correctly, these automobiles are already certified for 
sale to the public in the European Union which has many safety standards which 
are comparable to those in the United States in all major areas. Thus these 
vehicles can be expected to be reasonably safe in their current form.

In light of the above reasons, I firmly believe that the petition should be granted 
on the basis that it poses no additional safety risk for the public. Additionally 
there is strong societal interest in having unique vehicles such as these available 
for sale and use in this country, as evidenced by numerous articles about Spyker 
published in major automobile magazines such as Car & Driver and Automobile.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this issue.

Sincerely,

David H. Nguyen


